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I have been as frank as my right honourable friends were frank in 1912-1913
acknowledging what both they and I think was a mistake in judgment. Age 59-dO
But their honour, both their private and their public honour, is at this
moment absolutely unstained.   They have, as this Committee has shown
by its unanimous verdict, abused no public trust.   They retain, I can
say this with full assurance, the complete confidence of their colleagues
and of their political associates."
Though Mr. Balfour voted with his party on the vote of censure,
his speech differed markedly in tone from those of certain of his
colleagues, and was substantially in agreement with Asquith's on
the main issue. He too, while dismissing the charge of corruption
" as perfectly futile and absurd from the beginning and unworthy
of the consideration of this House," desired the House to " leave
on record something which indicated its regret at what had taken
place."
The Times the next day said that " Asquith rose to the occasion
and did justice both to his position and to his reputation," but
to the end of his days he regarded this as the most difficult Egkl
painful personal incident that he had had to deal with in the course
of his public life. There were those who said that the Ministers
should have been sacrificed on the principle that Csesar's wife
should be above suspicion, and he certainly thought that they
had themselves very largely to thank for the suspicion that they had
incurred on this occasion. But having satisfied himself that there
was no corrupt act or intention, he came to the conclusion that
the only penalty which he had it in his power to inflict would be
out of all proportion to their offending.
Bvjhe death of Mr. Alfred Lyttelton in July of this year Asquith
suffenfe. the loss of an old and intimate friend, related to him by
marmge, from whom he had not been estranged by any differences
of political opinion. The tribute which he paid to his friend, when
the House of Commons met on 7th July, has long dwelt in the
memory of those who heard it and deserves a place in the record of
this year:
<* We should not, I think, be doing justice to the feelings which are upper-
most in many of our hearts, if we passed to the business of the day without
taking notice of the fresh gap which has been made in our ranks by the
untimely death of Mr. Alfred Lyttelton. It is a loss of which I hardly
trust myself to speak, for apart from ties of relationship, there had sub-
sisted between us for thirty .three years a close friendship and affection

